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The following few pages contain transcripts of statutes dealing with the crimes 
of treason (or strictly, crimes against the Sovereign and Sovereignty of the 
Commonwealth), revolution (or crimes against the established or as constituted 
form of Law and Governance of the Commonwealth), and sabotage (or, in a 
general sense, crimes against the lawful apparatuses of the Commonwealth). 

The treason statutes in THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 appear to have been unlawfully 
repealed between 2017 and 2018, and those in CRIMES ACT 1914 and CRIMES ACT 
1958 seem to have been de-promulgated along with the rest of those Acts, and 
may or may not have been "repealed" (or " abolished" as the traitors, 
revolutionaries and saboteurs like to say). [The version of CRIMES ACT 1914 from which 
the transcriptions (following) are made has been sabotaged and is only used here for 
completeness.] 
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(63 Vic. No.9) 

THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 


PART II-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

CHAPTER VI-TREASON AND OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST 
THE SOVEREIGN'S PERSON AND AUTHORITY 


37. Treason 

Any person who- 

(1) Kills the Sovereign, or does Her any bodily harm tending to Her death, or maim[ing] or 
wounding, or imprisonment or restraint; or 

(2) Kills the eldest son and heir-apparent for the time being of the Sovereign, or the Queen 
Consort of the reigning King; or 

(3) Forms an intention to do any such act as aforesaid, and manifests such intention by any 
overt act; or 

(4) Conspires with any other person to kill the Sovereign or to do Her any bodily harm 
tending to Her death, or maim[ing] or wounding, or imprisonment or restraint; or 

(5) Levies war against the Sovereign- 

(a) With intent to depose the Sovereign from the style, honour, and royal name, 

of the Imperial Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of any 

other of Her Majesty's dominions; or 

(b) In order by force or constraint to compel the Sovereign to change Her measures 

or counsels, or in order to put any force or constraint upon, or in order to intimidate or 

overawe, any House of Parliament of any of Her Majesty's dominions; or 

(6) Conspires with any other person to levy war against the Sovereign with any such intent or 
purpose at last aforesaid; or 

(7) Instigates any foreigner to make an armed invasion of any part of Her Majesty's dominions; 
or 

(8) Assists by any means whatever any public enemy at war with the Sovereign; or 

(9) Violates, whether with her consent or not, a Queen Consort, or the wife of the eldest son 
and heir-apparent for the time being of the Sovereign; 

is guilty of a crime, which is called treason, and is liable to [imprisonment with hard labour for life, 
which cannot be mitigated or varied under section nineteen of this Code]. 


The words in square brackets were substituted for "the punishment of death" by The Criminal Code Amendment Act of 
1922, s.3(iv), post. As to abolition of punishment by death, see ibid., s. 2. 

See also ss. 39, 40, 41, 43, 50, 566 (1), 633, 696, post. 

With paras. (7) and (8), c/.. The Crimes Act 1914-1932, s. 24 (Commonwealth). See also Part IIA of that Act. 

As to treason, see generally Halsbury's Laws of England (2nd ed.), Vol. 9, pp. 290, etseq. 

As to oaths to commit treason, see s. 47, post. 

It is the duty of the Commonwealth to protect the States from invasion and domestic violence. See Commonwealth 
Constitution, s. 119, title COMMONWEALTH AND STATES. 
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(63 Vic. No.9) 

THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 

PART II-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

CHAPTER VI-TREASON AND OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST 
THE SOVEREIGN'S PERSON AND AUTHORITY 


38. Concealment of Treason 

Any person who - 

(1) Becomes an accessory after the fact to treason; or 

(2) Knowing that any person intends to commit treason, does not give information thereof with all 
reasonable despatch to a justice or use other reasonable endeavours to prevent the commission of the crime; 

is guilty of a crime, and is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for life. 


For when a person is an accessory after the fact, see s. 10, ante. 

For law as to concealment of treason, see Halsbury's Laws of England (2nd ed.), Vol. 9, p. 354. 


39. Treasonable Crimes 

Any person who forms an intention to effect any of the following purposes, that is to say- 

(a) To depose the Sovereign from the style, honour, and royal name, of the Imperial Crown of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of any other of Her Majesty's dominions; or 

(b) To levy war against the Sovereign within any part of Her dominions in order by force or 
constraint to compel the Sovereign to change Her measures or counsels, or in order to put any force or 
constraint upon, or in order to intimidate or overawe, any House of Parliament of any of 
Her Majesty's dominions; or 

(c) To instigate any foreigner to make an armed invasion of any of Her Majesty's dominions; 
and manifests such intention by any overt act, is guilty of a crime, and is liable to imprisonment with hard 
labour for life. 

A person charged with any of the crimes defined in this section is not entitled to be acquitted on 
the ground that any act proved to have been committed by him constitutes the crime of treason; but a person 
who has been tried, and convicted or acquitted, on a charge of any such crime cannot be afterwards 
prosecuted for treason in respect of the same facts. 

See also, ss. 40,41,43, post. 

cf. s. 3 of The Treason Felony Act, 1848 (Imperial), Halsbury's Statutes of England, Vol. 4, p 480. 

See Halsbury's Laws of England (2nd ed.), Vol. 9, p.299. 
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(63 Vic. No.9) 

THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 

PART II-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

CHAPTER VI-TREASON AND OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST 
THE SOVEREIGN'S PERSON AND AUTHORITY 


40. Time for Proceeding in cases of Treason or Concealment of Treason: 

Two Witnesses Necessary 

A person cannot be tried for treason or for any of the crimes defined in the two last preceding sections 
unless the indictment is presented within two years after the crime is committed: 

Nor can a person charged with treason or with any of such crimes be convicted, except on his own plea 
of guilty, or on the evidence in open Court of two witnesses at the least to one overt act of the kind of 
treason alleged, or the evidence of one witness to one overt act, and one other witness to another overt act 
of the same kind of treason. This section does not apply to cases in which the overt act of treason alleged is 
the killing of the Sovereign, or a direct attempt to endanger the life or injure the person of the Sovereign. 

As to charge and evidence of an overt act, see also ss. 566 (1), 633, post. 

cf. s. 2 The Treason Act, 1695 (Halsbury's Statutes of England, Vol. 4, p. 329), repealed as to Queensland by s. 3 (1) of this Act, ante. 


41. Inciting to Mutiny 

Any person who advisedly attempts to effect any of the following purposes, that is to say - 

(a) To seduce any person serving in Her Majesty's Forces by sea or land from his duty and allegiance to 
Her Majesty; or 

(b) To incite any such person to commit an act of mutiny or any traitorous or mutinous act; or 

(c) To incite any such persons to make or endeavour to make a mutinous assembly; 

is guilty of a crime, and is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for life, with or without 
solitary confinement. 

A person who has been tried, and convicted or acquitted, on a charge of any of the crimes 
defined in this section cannot be afterwards prosecuted for any other crime defined in this Chapter 
in respect of the same facts. 

As to solitary confinement, see s. 19(5), ante, and s. 654, post. 

cf. The Incitement to Mutiny Act, 1797 (Halsbury's Statutes of England, Vol. 4, p. 393), repealed as to Queensland by s. 3 (1) of this 
Act, ante. 

For the duty of the Commonwealth to protect States from invasion and domestic violence, see Commonwealth Constitution, s. 119, 
title COMMONWEALTH AND STATES. 
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(63 Vic. No.9) 

THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 

PART II-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

CHAPTER VI-TREASON AND OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST 
THE SOVEREIGN'S PERSON AND AUTHORITY 


42. Assisting Escape of Prisoners of War 


Any person who - 

(1) Knowingly and advisedly aids an alien enemy of Her Majesty, being a prisoner of war in 
Queensland, whether such prisoner is confined in a prison or elsewhere or is suffered to be at large on his 
parole, to escape from his prison or place of confinement, or, if he is at large on his parole, to escape 
from Queensland; or 

(2) Being a person who owes allegiance to Her Majesty after any such prisoner has escaped by sea 
from any part of Her Majesty's dominions, knowingly and advisedly upon the high seas within the 
territorial waters of Queensland aids him in his escape to or towards any other dominion or place; is guilty of 
a crime, and is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for life. 

Similar provision is contained in s. 26 of The Crimes Act 1918-1932 (Commonwealth). 

cf. s. 1 of The Prisoners of War Escape Act, 1812 (Halsbury's Statutes of England, Vol. 13, p. 266) repealed as to Queensland by this 
Act, ante. 


43. Overt Act 

In the case of any of the offences defined in this Chapter, when the manifestation by an overt act of 
an intention to effect any purpose is an element of the offence, every act of conspiring with any person to 
effect that purpose, and every act done in furtherance of the purpose by any of the persons conspiring, 
is deemed to be an overt act manifesting the intention. 


As to charge and evidence of an overt act, see ss. 566 (1), 633, post. 
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(63 Vic. No.9) 

THE CRIMINAL CODE, 1899 


PART II-OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

CHAPTER VIII-OFFENCES AGAINST THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE POWER 

[ 54A. Demands with menaces upon agencies of government 
[Heading inserted by Act of 1984, No. 32, s. 3. & s. 54A inserted by Act of 1984, No. 32, s. 3.] 

Any person who demands that anything be done or omitted to be done or be procured by- 

the Government of Queensland or a person in the employment of the Crown in right of Queensland, 
in performance of the duties of his employment or otherwise in his official capacity; 
the Governor, in his role of Governor; 

a Minister of the Crown, in his office as Minister or as a member of the Executive Council of Queensland; 
a government corporation, in discharge of its functions conferred by law, or a person in the employment of 
a government corporation, in performance of the duties of his employment or otherwise in his official capacity, 

with threats of injury or detriment of any kind to be caused to any person aforesaid or any other person or to the public or 
any member or members of the public or to property, by the offender or by any other person, if the demand is not 
complied with is guilty of a crime and is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for 14 years. 

A person is not criminally responsible for an act referred to in the preceding paragraph if the injury or detriment 
is threatened to himself only or to property of which he is the sole owner. 

It is immaterial to the commission of an offence defined in this section that- 

(a) the demand or threat is made by means of a medium ordinarily used for disseminating information to the 
public and not to a particular person; or 

(b) the threat does not specify the injury or detriment that is to be caused or the person or persons to whom or 
the property to which it is to be caused. 

If the carrying out of the threat would be likely to cause- 

(a) loss of life or serious personal injury to any person; or 

(b) substantial economic loss- 

to the Crown; or 

to a government corporation; or 

in any industrial or commercial activity whether conducted by a public authority or as a 
private enterprise. 

The offender is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for life and if, in addition, the offender or another person on his 
behalf has carried out the threat and thereby caused a consequence specified in this paragraph or has by some overt act 
begun to prepare for the carrying out of the threat, the offender is liable to imprisonment with hard labour for life, 
which cannot be mitigated or varied under section 19 of this Code. 

A prosecution for an offence defined in this section shall not be commenced without the consent of the 
Attorney-General. 

For the purposes of this section: 

"Governor" includes a person for the time being administering the Government of Queensland and a 
Deputy Governor; 

"government corporation" means any body corporate or corporation sole constituted by or under an Act that re 
presents the Crown or that is declared by Order in Council to be a government corporation for the purposes of 
this section; 

"injury or detriment" includes destruction of or damage to 

(a) flora or fauna protected by or under an Act; 

(b) any relic within the meaning of the Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1967-1976; 

(c) any place, thing or living creature or plant that by reason of its cultural, educational, environmental, 
historical, recreational, religious or scientific significance is of substantial public interest or concern, and, in the 
absence of proof that any such item destroyed or damaged was or is the property of a particular person, shall be deemed 
to be injury or detriment to the Crown.] 
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CRIMES ACT 1914 


An Act relating to Offences against the Commonwealth 
No. 12, 1914, Compilation No. Ill 
(Compilation date: 10/3/16) 

Part II—Offences against the Government 


24AA Treachery 

(1) A person shall not: 

(a) do any act or thing with intent: 

(i) to overthrow the Constitution of the Commonwealth by revolution or sabotage; or 

(ii) to overthrow by force or violence the established government of the Commonwealth, 
of a State or of a proclaimed country; or 

(b) within the Commonwealth or a Territory not forming part of the Commonwealth: 

(i) levy war, or do any act preparatory to levying war, against a proclaimed country; 

(ii) assist by any means whatever, with intent to assist, a proclaimed enemy of a proclaimed 

country; or 

(iii) instigate a person to make an armed invasion of a proclaimed country. 

(2) Where a part of the Defence Force is on, or is proceeding to, service outside the Commonwealth 
and the Territories not forming part of the Commonwealth, a person shall not assist by any means 
whatever, with intent to assist, any persons: 

(a) against whom that part of the Defence Force, or a force that includes that part of the Defence Force is 
or is likely to be opposed; and 

(b) who are specified, or included in a class of persons specified, by proclamation to be persons 
in respect of whom, or a class of persons in respect of which, this subsection applies. 

(3) A person who contravenes a provision of this section commits an indictable offence, called treachery. 

Penalty: Imprisonment for life. 

(4) In this section: 

proclaimed country means a country specified by proclamation made for the purpose of this 
definition to be a proclaimed country, and includes any colony, overseas territory or protectorate of that country, 
or any territory for the international relations of which that country is responsible, which is a colony, overseas 
territory, protectorate or territory to which the proclamation is expressed to extend. 

proclaimed enemy, in relation to a proclaimed country, means an enemy — 

(a) of and at war with a proclaimed country, whether or not the existence of 
a state of war has been declared; and 

(b) specified by proclamation made for the purpose of this definition to be an enemy of and at war 
with that country. 

(5) A proclamation shall not be made for the purpose of the definition of proclaimed country, 
or for the purpose of the definition of proclaimed enemy, in subsection (4) except in pursuance of 
a resolution of each House of the Parliament passed within the preceding period of 21 days. 
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CRIMES ACT 1958 

No. 6231 of 1958 

(An Act to consolidate the Law Relating to Crimes and Criminal Offenders.) 
Authorised Version incorporating amendments as at 1 January 2012 

Part I — Offences 

9A Treason 


(1) A person who — 

(a) kills the Sovereign, does the Sovereign any bodily harm tending to the death or 
destruction of the Sovereign or maims, wounds, imprisons or restrains the Sovereign; 

(b) kills the eldest son and heir apparent, or the Consort, of the Sovereign; 

(c) levies war, or does any act preparatory to levying war, against the Commonwealth of 

Australia; 

(d) assists by any means whatever, with intent to assist, an enemy at war with the 
Commonwealth of Australia, whether or not the existence of a state of war has been declared; 

(e) instigates a foreigner to make an armed invasion of the Commonwealth or any 
Territory not forming part of the Commonwealth; or 

(f) forms an intention to do any act referred to in a preceding paragraph of 
this subsection and manifests that intention by an overt act — 

shall be guilty of an indictable offence, called treason, and liable to — 

(g) level 1 imprisonment (life); or 

(h) imprisonment for such other term as is fixed by the court —as the court determines. 

(2) A person who — 

(a) receives or assists another person who is to his knowledge guilty of treason in order to 
enable him to escape punishment; or 

(b) knowing that a person intends to commit treason, does not give information thereof with 
all reasonable despatch to a constable or use other reasonable endeavours to prevent the commission of 
the offence — shall be guilty of an indictable offence. 

Penalty: Level 3 imprisonment (20 years maximum). 

(3) On the trial of a person charged with treason on the ground that he formed an intention 
to do an act referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) of subsection (1) of this section and 
manifested that intention by an overt act, evidence of the overt act shall not be admitted unless 
the overt act was alleged in the indictment. 
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CRIMES ACT 1914 

An Act relating to Offences against the Commonwealth 
No. 12,1914, Compilation No. Ill 
(Compilation date: 10/3/16) 


24AB Sabotage 

(1) In this section: 

act of sabotage means the destruction, damage or impairment, with the intention of prejudicing the safety or 
defence of the Commonwealth, of any article: 

(a) that is used, or intended to be used, by the Defence Force or a part of the Defence Force or is used, or intended to be 
used, in the Commonwealth or a Territory not forming part of the Commonwealth, by the armed forces of a country that is a 
proclaimed country for the purposes of section 24AA; 

(b) that is used, or intended to be used, in or in connexion with the manufacture, investigation or testing of weapons 
or apparatus of war; 

(c) that is used, or intended to be used, for any purpose that relates directly to the defence of the Commonwealth; or 

(d) that is in or forms part of a place that is a prohibited place within the meaning of section 80. 
article includes any thing, substance or material. 

(2) A person who: 

(a) carries out an act of sabotage; or 

(b) has in his or her possession any article that is capable of use, and which he or she intends for use, in carrying out 
an act of sabotage; 

commits an indictable offence. 

Penalty: Imprisonment for 15 years. 

(3) On a prosecution under this section it is not necessary to show that the accused person was guilty of a 
particular act tending to show an intention to prejudice the safety or defence of the Commonwealth and, notwithstanding 
that such an act is not proved against him or her, he or she may be convicted if, from the circumstances of the case, from 
his or her conduct or from his or her known character as proved, it appears that his or her intention was to prejudice the 
safety or defence of the Commonwealth. 

(4) On a prosecution under this section, evidence is not admissible by virtue of subsection (3) if the magistrate 
exercising jurisdiction with respect to the examination and commitment for trial of the defendant, or the judge presiding at the 
trial, as the case may be, is of the opinion that that evidence: 

(a) would not tend to show that the defendant intended to prejudice the safety or defence of the Commonwealth; or 

(b) would, having regard to all the circumstances of the case and notwithstanding subsection (5), prejudice the fair 
trial of the defendant. 

(5) If evidence referred to in subsection (4) is admitted at the trial, the judge shall direct the jury that the evidence 
may be taken into account by the jury only on the question whether the defendant intended to prejudice the safety or defence 
of the Commonwealth and must be disregarded by the jury in relation to any other question. 
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CRIMES ACT 1914 

An Act relating to Offences against the Commonwealth 
No. 12,1914, Compilation No. Ill 
(Compilation date: 10/3/16) 

24AC Institution of prosecutions 

(1) Proceedings for the commitment for trial of a person, or for the summary conviction of a person, 
in respect of an offence against section 24AA or 24AB shall not be instituted except by the Attorney-General 
or with the consent of the Attorney-General or of a person thereto authorized in writing by the 
Attorney-General. 

(2) Notwithstanding that consent has not been obtained as provided by subsection (1): 

(a) a person may be arrested for an offence referred to in that subsection; or 

(b) a warrant for the arrest of a person for such an offence may be issued and executed; 
and he or she may be charged, and may be remanded in custody or on bail, but: 

(c) no further proceedings shall be taken until that consent has been obtained; and 

(d) he or she shall be discharged if proceedings are not continued within a reasonable time, 
justice of or in the Commonwealth, a State, a Territory or another country, with a view to the reformation of 
those errors or defects; 

(c) to excite in good faith another person to attempt to procure by lawful means the alteration of any 
matter established by law in the Commonwealth, a State, a Territory or another country; 

(d) to point out in good faith, in order to bring about their removal, any matters that are producing, 
or have a tendency to produce, feelings of ill-will or hostility between different classes of persons; or 

(e) to do anything in good faith in connexion with an industrial dispute or an industrial matter. 

[3] For the purpose of subsection (1), an act or thing done: 

(a) for a purpose intended to be prejudicial to the safety or defence of the Commonwealth; 

(b) with intent to assist an enemy: 

(i) at war with the Commonwealth; and 

(ii) specified by proclamation made for the purpose of paragraph 80.1AA(l)(b) of the 
Criminal Code[, 1995] to be an enemy at war with the Commonwealth; 

(ba)with intent to assist: 

(i) another country; or 

(ii) an organisation (within the meaning of section 100.1 of the Criminal Code], 1995]); 
that is engaged in armed hostilities against the Australian Defence Force; 

(c) with intent to assist a proclaimed enemy, as defined by subsection 24AA(4) of this Act, of a proclaimed 
country as so defined; 

(d) with intent to assist persons specified in paragraphs 24AA(2)(a) and (b) of this Act; or 

(e) with the intention of causing violence or creating public disorder or a public disturbance; 
is not an act or thing done in good faith. 

29 Destroying or damaging Commonwealth property 

(1) Any person who intentionally destroys or damages any property, whether real or personal, 
belonging to the Commonwealth or to any public authority under the Commonwealth, commits an offence. 
Penalty: Imprisonment for 10 years. 

(2) For the purposes of an offence against subsection (1), absolute liability applies to the physical 
element of circumstance of the offence, that the property is property belonging to the Commonwealth or to 
any public authority under the Commonwealth. 

Note: For absolute liability, see section 6.2 of the Criminal Code], 1995]. 
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sabotage ... — n. malicious destruction: action taken to prevent the achievement of any 
aim. —Also v.t. and v.i. —n. saboteur ... one who sabotages. [Fr. sabot.] (Chambers Concise 
20th Century Dictionary) 


Crimes Act 1958 

(An Act to consolidate the Law Relating to Crimes and Criminal Offenders) 

Authorised Version No. 229A 
No. 6231 of 1958 

Authorised Version incorporating amendments as at 1 January 2012 

Sabotage 

247/ Interpretation 


(1) In this Subdivision — 
property offence means — 

(a) an offence against Subdivision (1) of this Division or Division 4; or 

(b) conduct in another jurisdiction that is an offence in that jurisdiction and that 
would constitute an offence against Subdivision (1) of this Division or Division 4 if the 
conduct occurred in Victoria; 

public facility means any of the following (whether publicly or privately owned) — 

(a) a government facility, including premises used by government employees in 
connection with official duties; 

(b) a public infrastructure facility, including a facility providing or distributing water, 
sewerage, energy, fuel, communication or other services to, or for the benefit of, 
the public; 

(c) a public information system, including a system used to generate, send, receive, 
store or otherwise process electronic communications; 

(d) a public transport facility, including a conveyance used to transport people or 

goods; 

(e) a public place, including any premises, land or water open to the public; 
unauthorised computer function has the same meaning as in Subdivision (6). 

(2) In this Subdivision damage, in relation to a public facility, means — 

(a) cause damage to the facility or any part of the facility; or 

(b) cause disruption to the use or operation of the facility. 

(3) For the purposes of an offence against this Subdivision, a person causes any 
damage or disruption if the person's conduct substantially contributes to the damage or 
disruption. 
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Crimes Act 1958 

(An Act to consolidate the Law Relating to Crimes and Criminal Offenders) 

Authorised Version No. 229A 
No. 6231 of 1958 

Authorised Version incorporating amendments as at 1 January 2012 

247K Sabotage 

A person who — 

(a) damages a public facility by committing a property offence or by causing an 
unauthorised computer function; and 

(b) intends to cause — 

(i) major disruption to government functions; or 

(ii) major disruption to the use of services by the public; or 

(iii) major economic loss — 

is guilty of an offence and liable to level 2 imprisonment (25 years maximum). 

247L Threats to sabotage 


(1) A person who — 

(a) makes to another person a threat to damage a public facility by committing a 
property offence or by causing an unauthorised computer function; and 

(b) intends that person to fear that the threat will be carried out and will 
cause — 

(i) major disruption to government functions; or 

(ii) major disruption to the use of services by the public; or 

(iii) major economic loss — 

is guilty of an offence and liable to level 4 imprisonment (15 years maximum). 

(2) In the prosecution of an offence against this section it is not necessary to prove that 
the person threatened actually feared that the threat would be carried out. 

(3) For the purposes of this section— 

(a) a threat may be made by any conduct and may be explicit or implicit, conditional 
or unconditional; and 

(b) a threat to a person includes a threat to a group of persons; and 

(c) fear that a threat will be carried out includes apprehension that it will be carried out. 
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